
The year of the fungus

Wet, cool conditions in Spring and wet 
hot conditions in Summer contributed 
to s/sx of fungal disease in the Salam 

garden



Physostegia virginiana, Obedient Plant



Southern Blight
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/southern-blight

• Caused by the fungus Sclerotium rolfsii. 
• This fungus can attack probably all herbaceous perennials. 
• The first symptoms seen are wilting and collapse of 

individual stems or entire plants. 
• Close inspection of the stem at the soil line reveals white 

mycelium (strands of fungus growing on the stem and 
mulch or soil surface), and small (1/8 to 1/16 inch), tan 
spherical sclerotia, that resemble mustard seeds. 

• Roots of infected plants are unaffected. 
• Cortical decay of the stem at the soil line is common during 

hot, humid weather.



Management

• The basis for control of Southern blight is to reduce the 
number of sclerotia surviving in the upper few inches of the 
soil. During the growing season, remove blighted plants and 
the mycelium clinging to stems and mulch. Deep plowing 
can provide good control by burying the sclerotia.

• The cornerstone for control of all blight diseases is 
sanitation both during the growing season and in the fall. 
Wilted and blighted plants and plant parts should be 
promptly removed from the garden. Do not compost 
material killed by southern blight (Sclerotium rolfsii) or 
white mold (Sclerotinia) because the sclerotia of these 
fungi may survive composting. In the fall, all plant debris 
should routinely be cut at ground level and removed. This 
material may be composted.



Azalea



Exobasidium leaf gall
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/azalea-exobasidium-gall

• While very noticeable, Exobasidium leaf and flower gall will 
not threaten the health of the plant.

• This problem is more common during cool and wet spring 
weather.

• The first symptoms are swollen or puffy portions on newly 
expanding leaves, shoots, buds or flowers.

• These areas turn into galls that range in color from green, 
silvery white, to pink or red depending on the part of the 
plant infected.

• As these galls age, they develop a white surface growth 
which consists of a layer of reproductive spores.

• Eventually, the infected plant part will turn brown and 
shrivel up into hard galls.



Management

• Fungicide sprays are not effective for the 
control of this disease.

• Prevention strategies involve hand picking the 
galls off before they develop the white 
sporulating surfaces.

• This will reduce the incidence of disease next 
season.



Black cherry
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/diseases-stone-fruit

• This looks like 
symptoms of Taphrina, 
a fungal disease that 
causes distortion as well 
as defoliation

• We do not typically 
recommend a fungicide 
treatment. 



Stonecrop

• The insect on the 
foliage looks like an 
aphid, a sucking insect

• predators take care of 
these insects naturally if 
the infestation is not 
large

• You can dislodge the 
aphids with a forceful 
stream of water from 
the hose if need be.



Stonecrop

• The yellowing foliage may 
be due to the recent 
frosts and cold 
temperatures that we 
experienced recently 
and/or possibly too much 
moisture. 

• Check the drainage in the 
area and make sure 
mulch is no thicker than 
several inches and away 
from the base of the 
stems. much moisture. 



• Thanks to HGIC Ask an Expert!

• http://extension.umd.edu/hgic
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