
Dividing Perennials
TOOLS & METHODS



WHEN DO YOU DIVIDE?

 Plants are intruding on their neighbors

 Center of crown looks weaker than the outsides, 

with smaller leaves, fewer flowers, etc.

 Divide it after the summer when it looks its best



TIMING & TECHNIQUE

 Divide on a cloudy day, and when light rain is in the forecast.

 Keep roots shaded & moist while working.

 Spring and summer bloomers are best divided in the fall

Fall-blooming perennials should be split up in the spring.

 Exception: bearded iris should be divided in summer

 This is to allow the roots a few weeks to become established before the 

extreme temperatures of summer and winter set in.

 Never split a plant when it’s flowering. You want all of its energy to be 

directed into the leaves and roots for a robust foundation.



TYPES OF ROOT MASSES

1. Offsets: small plants surround the larger one.  

Aster, Coneflower, Hosta, Tickseed

2. Surface roots run along the ground and make new plants

Bee Balm, Black-Eyed Susan, creeping Sedums, Speedwells

3. Taproots: slice the root to include an eye and a slice of root

Butterfly weeds, Balloon flowers, Spurges, Poppies

4. Underground running roots: suckers near the mother

Hardy Geraniums, Japanese anemones, Ostrich Fern

5. Woody roots: stems root where they touch dirt or mulch

Candytuft, Euonymus, Lavender, Sages
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ROOT MASSES

Liriope Hellebore

Siberian

Iris Black-eyed SusanSedum

Fountain grass



TOOLS

Billhook saw?

Soil knife

Serrated kitchen knife

Dividing fork

Sharp 

knife

Bare hands

Soil knife



PLANTING DIVISIONS

 Enrich the soil with compost or leaf gro

 Spread out your divisions

 Use the healthiest divisions first

 Plant at the same height

 Water and keep moist 



POTTING DIVISIONS



Potting Parties this Friday & Saturday

 Please bring your trowel, garden gloves, water bottle, & sun hat.

 All are welcome!  

 Friday 5-7pm with Doris at 1308 Cape St. Claire Road

 Arvilla, Bill, Carolyn, Jose are signed up to help

 Saturday 10am-noon with Carol at 1046 Oak Tree Lane

 Laura, Barb T, Sarah are signed up to help



Also this weekend:


