
 
 

So, fall has finally arrived – along with much-needed rain!  I don’t know about you, but digging a hole to plant 
something was getting to be a challenge.  Not to mention the mini dust storms swirling in the backyard as I made 
my way to the shed!!  Also, watch out for those pesky yellow jackets which seem to abound this time of year; 
they are beneficial insects, but they can really pack a wallop when they sting. 
 

Since we had such warm weather, unexpected flowers and other plants lingered well into October and it’s always 
a pleasure to enjoy them as long as possible.  Folks are getting busy in their yards, preparing for the winter 
months and our friendly neighborhood squirrels are doing something similar – acorns abound!  I’m surprised I 
don’t have a thick oak forest in the yard, as I watch the squirrels digging and burying every day.  I’ll be getting 
out the mower at some point to mow my leaves and use them as compost in my garden.  I’ll leave quite a few on 
the lawn, as well, to help get organic material into the soil and to allow insects to overwinter.  I lugged some 
years-old leaves out of my woods and spread them around one of my beds and they looked pretty good, if I do 
say so myself!   
 

At our last meeting, Dr. Gary Van Velsir gave us a fascinating lecture about Native Maryland Orchids.  I have to 
admit I was only moderately interested in the topic, yet I was captivated by his beautiful photographs of the great 
variety of orchids that can be found in Maryland and right around our area – many of which I would never have 
recognized as such.  We learned about the anatomy of orchids: 3 sepals and 3 petals (one of which is enlarged 
greatly and called the lip), and how the lip and colorful beards attract pollinators to transport the orchid pollen 
from flower to flower.  Most importantly to us gardeners, we learned that native orchids depend on a mix of 
mycorrhizal fungi on their roots and cannot be transplanted to a new site unless it has exactly the right conditions 
for growing the fungi.  These plants are pretty unique and amazing – like just about everything in nature.  Dr. 
Van Velsir also explained that some native orchids are extirpated, no longer known to exist in Maryland, and he 
encouraged Members to go out looking for them because sometimes they’re found again by an observant hiker.  
Our meetings are open to everyone, so please join us.  You might learn something, as I did! 
 

The Garden Club meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse.  On Tuesday, 
November 7th, we will have a workshop on Arranging Garden Materials: flowers, foliage, seed heads, & berries.  
Members and guests, please bring materials from your garden and a bowl for your arrangement.  Then Tuesday, 
November 29th, we’ll have our annual wreath-making workshop and gift exchange, where we create evergreen 
wreaths for display in downtown Annapolis and right here in our beloved Cape, made from evergreens cut from 
our gardens.  Then, on Tuesday January 2nd, we’ll have our popular Winter Seed-Sowing Workshop.  Bring a 
translucent container along, and come try this fun way to germinate seeds outside in the dead of winter, for a 
pleasing flash of new green growth as early as February.  Please join us – we always welcome guests and new 
members!  Check out our blog at capegardenclub.wordpress.com for more information about our activities. 
 

– Submitted by Jeanne Klingler 
 

 
The Cape St. Claire Garden Club last autumn: evergreen wreaths ready for display, just about to start our white elephant gift exchange! 


